* JENNA MEGA
The Giver by Lois Lowry, 1993

As a kitchen designer, it seems like | get to be very
creative but kitchens are pretty formulaic if done
properly. The Banned Books Project is a way to
“force” myself to share my creativity with others. It
is also a peaceful way to protest banning books in
the first place.

K. NICOLE MURTAGH
Out of Darkness by Ashley Hope Pérez, 2015

K. Nicole Murtagh is a multidisciplinary maker
whose background is rooted in photography and
advertising. As an artist, she is currently exploring
camera-less photography through sustainable
darkroom techniques — layering natural and
upcycled materials with sunlight, time, and
plant-based chemistry. Nicole experiments in
chemigrams, lumen prints, chlorophyll processes,
and collage.

familiarfox.com

IG: @familiarfox

* JANELL O'ROURKE
Beloved by Toni Morrison, 1987

Janell O'Rourke is an ecofeminist multimedia visual
artist. Her studio practice is deeply shaped through
drawing, often using intentionally low-tech
materials and techniques. Through art making, she
explores paths of empathy, respect and curiosity

in contemporary human/more-than-human
relationships. She enjoys threading together
intuitive minglings of creaturely storytelling.
janellorourke.com

15



ANDRE PACE
Creepshow by Stephen King, 1982

! As a cartoonist, illustrator, and painter, | enjoy

| moments of humor in art & culture. | enjoy Stephen
¥ King's movie adaptations from his novels—my all
{#p | time favorite is Carrie (orginal version, of course).
My art work has been published nationally &

& internationally, and has been sold at regional art
events museums, galleries, & universities. | consider
myself to be a trailblazer/ultra contemporary artist.
IG: @andrepace057

* ROBERT ANDREW PARSEKIAN
Rabbit, Run by John Updike, 1960

Parsekian received his education at the Art
Students League in New York, the University

of Florence Italy, and Pratt Institute, Brooklyn.
Robert’s work appears in numerous transportation
facilities in the tri-state area in the form of

murals, graphic and architectural enhancements

/ created during his time as Architectural Graphics

' Coordinator at the Port Authority of New York &
New Jersey.

IG: @robertandrewparsekian

* STRUMMER CASH PETERSEN
The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck, 1939

Since Strummer learned to function his hand,

he has been consistently out of control, using

it to draw, dabbling in different forms of art,
influenced by memories of cartoons and inner
visualization of music. When art isn't on the mind,
it is the preservation of classic film, or music of the
previous century. Strummer is currently available

_ for gallery projects or any need for an artist.

IG: @thisbestrumm
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' *JANET PIROZZI RIOLO
1984 by George Orwell, 1949

Janet Pirozzi Riolo earned her art degree from the
Fashion Institute of Technology. Early in her career,
she designed screen prints and did illustration

- work in NYC’s Garment District. With her

| background in fashion, Janet always draws upon
and incorporates color, pattern, and style in her
work. Whether she is working in actual realism or
stylized realism, fashion is always a part of her art.
jpriolo-art.com

IG: @jpriolo.art

* DIANA PONCE-CWIEKALO
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini, 2003

As an Illustrator/Designer for more than three
decades, Diana specializes in art and design for
advertising, publishing, and licensing; consumer
products; and costumes, apparel and accessory
design and development.

Diana currently lives in Rockland County with her
Khaled Hosseini husband and son.

dpistudiony.com

IG: @dpi_studio_ny

| JACOB RATH
THE HANDMAID'S . 4
TALE The Handmaid'’s Tale by Margaret Atwood, 1985
,ﬁ‘ Jacob Rath is a Brooklyn based artist that works
e in a variety of mediums and a variety of topics,

with a recent interest in designing book covers

for banned books. He has a degree in Studio Art
from Macalester College and has exhibited artwork
throughout the U.S. and in St. Petersburg, Russia.
In addition to being an artist, Jacob is an English
teacher at a Montessori Elementary school.

IG: @jacobrathart
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* MARIE ROBERTS
Finnegans Wake by James Joyce, 1939

Marie Roberts is a painter who lives and works in
New York City.
IG: @mariearoberts

LYNNE MARIE ROSENBERG
Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret
by Judy Blume, 1970

.| When not in a classroom, on a stage, in front of a

camera, or at my drawing board, | can be found
volunteering at The 52nd Street Project

(52project.org).

lynnemarierosenberg.com
IG: @lynnemarierosenberg

CAROLYN SCHLAM
Crazy Lady by Jane Leslie Conly, 1993

Carolyn Schlam is an award winning artist and

. author of four books on art including The Creative

Path, The Zen of Art, and The Joy of Art series of
books. Carolyn lives and has her studio in The

' Hudson Valley.

carolynschlam.com



MELANIE SCHLOSSER
Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks, 2001

Melanie Schlosser is a lifelong artist with a degree
in drawing and painting. She’s inspired by nature

and whimsy, and leans into colors and symbols to
express herself. She’s excited to share her work at

the Valley Cottage Library!

RACHEL SHARP
Maus by Art Spiegelman, 1986

Rachel Sharp is a digital artist from New City.
| A comic enthusiast and recent graduate from
Rockland Community College, Rachel’s work has

W heen featured in the Rockland Arts Festival and

% in recent PFLAG coloring books. Her work can be
found on Instagram and Redbubble under the
name “RayofArtistry”

| 1G: @rayofartistry

' * CAROLINE SIECKE-PAPE
The Wind in the Willows
by Kenneth Grahame, 1908

yw Caroline is the Adult Programs & Exhibits

Manager at the Valley Cottage Library. With an art
background and a journey of a comically vast array
y of vocations, she happily landed in her favorite job
at the library seven years ago. She continues to

@ discover that her art and creativity can be used in
many ways.

IG: @sieckepape

19



— DEBBIE SILBERBERG
The Patron Saint of Liars by Ann Patchett, 1992

#] ! Debbie Silberberg is an artist who relies on found
) objects and needlework to create her art work.
mybackyardartifacts.com

! 1G: @my_backyard_artifacts

f * CHARLOTTE SLAVIS
N e Strega Nona by Tomie dePaola, 1975

My name is Charlotte Slavis, and | am 14 years old.

| love crafting, riding horses, running, and am a 4-H
-« member! | am in studio art and have just received

. ' the 2025 Patriotism Award, presented by the

— — Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 333. This is

my second year doing this Banned Books project
and so excited to do it again!

* JAYDEN SPRATLEY
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas, 2017

| am a Graphic Designer residing in New Jersey and
earned my Bachelor’s Degree of Art from Fairleigh
Dickinson University. | love creating in different
mediums of art that stretch from watercolor,
drawing, mixed media and, most importantly,
digital art. | take my biggest inspirations from
various anime, tv shows, and movies and
implement them into my art pieces for everyone to
enjoy and connect with.
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CATHERINE STRAUB
Crank by Ellen Hopkins, 2004

Catherine Straub is an artist and art educator
living in Valley Cottage. She has created art since
childhood and continues to work in a variety of
mediums, especially watercolor, ceramics, and
colored and graphite pencil. One area of specialty

& for her is custom portraiture of both people and

pets. Catherine has also been an art educator at
Cresskill Jr./Sr. High School in Cresskill, NJ for 20
years, which has allowed her to share her love of

" art with students and encourage them to find their
own artistic voices.

* DEBRA STYER
Ann Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl, 1946

Debra Styer is a traditional watercolor artist,
illustrator and portrait painter from San Francisco
who is inspired by her love of history, literature,
folktales, and a good ghost story.
debrastyer.com

* FLORENCE TANNENBAUM

Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland
by Lewis Carroll, 1865

| am a retired NYC Kindergarten teacher. | am
currently enjoying working in colored watercolor
pencils and pen and ink. | participate in a weekly
ART ZOOM where we work and chat and try to

<} encourage one another at the same time!
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* ALYSSA TOOHEY
Goosebumps by R.L. Stein, 1992-97 (series)

Alyssa is an artist and English Professor in the
Hudson Valley. Her art focuses on Pop Art portraits
of famous authors, and she sells her work at
markets and in bookstores around the Hudson
Valley. She lives in New Paltz with her spouse, their
two-year-old daughter and their nine cats.

IG: @popart_authors

i * RACHEL TRUSEWICZ

' & WREN RICCI

The Odyssey by Homer,
published in English in 1614

= Anative of the New York Hudson Valley, Rachel

@ works at one of RCLS's member libraries, drawing
on a lifelong love of reading and libraries. She

. has dabbled in many mediums and crafts, but

4 always comes back to hand embroidery. Wren

is a California artist who, when not drawing or
crafting, volunteers with their local “Friends Of”
organization to support their library community.
Design created by Wren Ricci, embroidered by
Rachel Trusewicz.

TAMERA TURNER
The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman, 1995

Tamera is a multidisciplinary artist and mindful

- maker whose work blends storytelling, visual
design, and intentional living. Known for her
whimsical jewelry, and curated workshops, she
invites audiences into experiences that celebrate
beauty, self-care, and connection. Whether
painting, metalsmithing, or crafting, Tamera
infuses each project with heart, harmony, and a
touch of magic.

22



LORI WEISBART-POLSON

~ Freckleface Strawberry

~ by Julianne Moore and LeUyen Pham, 2007
Lori is an award-winning artist whose work has
been selected by a Guggenheim Museum curator
for juried exhibition. Her artwork is in private
collections and galleries across the country. Her
true love is painting and drawing. In addition

to enjoying fine art, Lori has been representing
preeminent portrait painters for over twenty years.
loriweisbartart.com

IG: lori_weisbart_polson
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